The territory of Minerve and the
surrounding communes is committed
to a process of excellence aimed
at obtaining the Grand Site
de France label

THE ‘GORGES DE LA CESSE’
The river Cesse has cut into the limestone relief
and created majestic gorges that surround
the town of Minerve. The Minerve
roads run along these gorges and
allow you to stop regularly to
admire these landscapes from
another world. Good plan: from
Minerve, take the direction of
Fauzan... and open your eyes
wide!

VÉLIEUX
On the heights of Minerve
sits the village of Vélieux.
On the way up, there is a
panoramic view of the
Minervois plain that is well
worth the trip!

THE CURIOSITY
OF LAURIOLE
("the climb down")
Between Fauzan and Siran,
stop at the "Lauriole
curiosity". On the hairpin
road, leave your car in
neutral in the middle of the
hill or take a tennis ball, a
football, even a trickle of water and
run it down the road... You think it will go
downhill, but you will see the opposite
phenomenon: it goes up!

THE MILLSTONES
On the Causse du Minervois, the
quartz, sharpened like razor blades,
cut the wheat grain and gave a pure
flour. A path on the millstone quarry
allows you to understand the work of the
millers.

LA CAUNETTE
Between the Cesse at its
foot and the cliffs above it, La
Caunette stretches out lengthways facing south. The
Romanesque church of Notre-Dame-de-l'Assomption
overlooks the river. The old village with its steep streets, La
Carambelle, is guarded by a medieval gateway topped with
machicolations. A tall brick chimney at the entrance to the
village highlights the history of brown coal mining until the
1950s.

THE CHAPELS
The area around Minerve is full of hidden
treasures. Isolated chapels are one of them.
In Cesseras, the chapel of St Germain is well
known for its acoutisque. In Siran, the chapel
of Centeilles is famous for its 12th and 15th
century frescoes.

THE DOLMENS
The dolmens, tombs made up of often monumental
slabs, and the covered alleys, formed of several standing
stones covered by one or more slabs (or tables), are
numerous in the area around Minerve. Sometimes well
hidden, some, like the Dolmen des fades between Siran and
Cesseras, are much more accessible.

AZILLANET
Its landscapes of vineyards and olive groves and its Mediterranean vegetation
had already seduced the Romans at the beginning of our era (twelve villas,
four necropolises, a tower and a road have been identified in the commune!)
The Saint-Laurent church dates from the 17th century. A castle, destroyed in
1948, was attached to it. The Lion Fountain, an original work sculpted in the rock
by Jean Buckart in the 19th century, is also part of the local heritage.

Aigne, a circular village
The people of Aigne are proud of their "Cagarol" (or Cagarou) which
means snail. This architecture
dates from the year 1000
and consists of a main street,
which winds its way to the
heart of the village, housing
the church of St Martin.
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SURROUNDINGS

Be curious

Olonzac
Olonzac is the economic heart of the Minervois. Its weekly
market on Tuesday morning is one of the most lively and
colourful in the whole region. This is an opportunity to visit the
beautifully landscaped and shaded park. Around the historic
centre, mansions were
built in the 19th century
with the advent of wine
growing. The Canal du
Midi passes to the south of
the village. You can stroll
along its banks and watch
the boats pass the double
lock of the Ognon. And to embark... go to the port of Homps a
few kilometres away!
The church of St-Michel in Boisset
Away from the village, on the main road leading to Rieussec,
stands the church of Saint-Michel, built in the 17th century.
This peaceful place is worth a restful break in the heart of a
welcoming nature.
The source of the Cesse
Ferrals-les-Montagnes and its
hamlets, built at the source of the
Cesse, present green landscapes
covered with beech and chestnut
trees. At the Col de Serrières, the
exceptional panorama is revealed
in all its splendour from the
Suzadou rock.
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The mill of Félines
The old restored windmill dominates the village from the top
of the Colline des Treize Vents. Around the village, there are
numerous capitelles, small dry stone huts that sheltered
winegrowers, farmers and shepherds from the wind, cold
and summer sun.

cité cathare

THE NAME
MINERVE

MINERVE

THE CATHARISM
The Catharism was a Christian
religion which came to Western
Europe around the year 1000. It was
organized into bishoprics. It proposed
a dual reading of the Gospels in
which two principals were opposed:
God as a creator of good and eternity
and on the other hand the principle of
the visible bad world and the
corruptible. This religion is transmitted
by “consolamentum” (baptism of the
spirit), it is no longer practiced today.

Minerve is a French
transposition of the
Occitan name
Menèrba, probably
derived from the ProtoIndo-European “men”
(mountain) and “ereb”
(to drill, to pierce)

minervois - hérault
ELEMENTS OF HISTORY
-4000 B.C.: human occupation attested by archaeological
excavations of the lices.
Early 6th century: les Wisigoths fortifient et occupent Minerve.
873 : first mention of the castle of Minerve, capital of the
Minervois, a district which depended on Narbonne.
12th century: the powerful house of the Guilhems of Minerve,
related to the Trencavel of Carcassonne, dominates the
Minervois. Catharism spreads in the region and is very popular
with the small local aristocracy. Relatives of Viscount Guilhem
de Minerve converted and the Viscount openly protected the
Cathars.
Preached in 1208, the crusade against the
"Albigensians" (Cathars) fell on Béziers and
Carcassonne in 1209. In June 1210
Simon de Montfort, military leader of the
crusade, laid siege to Minerve.
Catapults and trebuchets were used.
The passage leading to the only
well in Minerve was shelled, the
cisterns were empty and Guilhem
de Minerve had to surrender. The
Crusaders left the Cathars who
had taken refuge in Minerve no
choice but to convert in order to save
their lives. Refusing to recant their
faith, 140 Cathars were condemned to
the stake. Initially attributed to Simon de
Montfort, Minerve was then directly attached to
the French crown.

The Cathar epic is evoked at
the Hurepel Museum (5 rue des
Martyrs) in the form of dioramas.
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1582 : the Duke of Montmorency orders the siege of Minerve
held by a Protestant, Captain Bacou.
1636 : dismantling of the castle on the orders of Louis XIII.
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The collections of the archaeological Museum
(2 place du monument) bring to life the multimillennial history of Minerve and its region.

The church of Saint Etienne is
attested as early as the 10th
century, and was redesigned in the
11th and 12th centuries. Its apse in
the shape of a cul-de-sac is in a very
pure Romanesque style. It houses a
remarkable monument: the altar of
Saint Rusticus, the oldest altar in
France still in liturgical use since the year 456, when the bishop
of Narbonne Rusticus had it made, as the inscription engraved
on the main face attests. This altar has the peculiarity of being
covered with "graffiti" from the Carolingian and preRomanesque periods, in reality the signatures of dignitaries who
took an oath on the relics of the altar. Contact the
archaeological museum for a guided tour. Opposite the church,
the Dove of Light is dedicated to the Cathars who were burnt in
1210 and is the work of Minervois sculptor Jean-Luc Séverac.

The entrance to Minerve from the reception area is
via the site of the old drawbridge. Perched on the
rock, the "Candela" (the Candle) seems to soar into the sky.
It is in fact a corner of the walls, one of the only remains
of the castle dismantled in 1636 (a section of the façade
with loopholes, geminated bays and the bases of
watchtowers can still be seen from the PR 61 pathway
overlooking the Brian valley). The street that one takes to
cross the current village was built inside the rooms of the
old castle.
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It was in the lices, during the restoration of the
ramparts, that archaeological excavations brought to
light a 6,000-year-old human occupation. In the Middle
Ages, a ditch was cut into the rock to separate the castle, the
seat of a royal garrison since the 13th century, from the town
of Minerve, which was administered by its own consuls. From
the lices, a passage in the form of a chicane allowed access
to the fortified gates facing each other: that of the castle and
that of the town.
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The natural bridges are two vast tunnels dug by the Cesse
into the limestone. The water has opened these passages
by abandoning old meanders that are still clearly visible. The
longest, the “Pont grand”, ends at the foot of the village.

8

To the south the double enclosure is particularly visible,
overhung by the ruins of a medieval cistern. An
advanced postern allowed access to the Saint-Rustique well.
Opposite, on the edge of the plateau, is a reconstruction of
the terrible “Malvoisine”, Simon de Montfort's trebuchet
which, by blocking access to the well, caused the surrender
of Minerve in 1210.

To the south-east, the lices lead to the ruins of the oldest
house in Minerva: the foundations of this building date
from the Visigothic period (beginning of the 6th century). The
base of a column and part of the paving are still visible. The
site of Minerve was fortified at least from this period.
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To the southwest, the Porta Bassa was one of the fortified
entrances to the town. From the confluence of the Cesse
and Brian rivers, the early 14th century ramparts can be seen,
with the prison tower, a reminder that the consuls of Minerve
exercised a right of low justice over their constituents.
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The Rue des Martyrs evokes the Cathars who were tortured
in 1210 and who, according to tradition, took this route
to reach the church and the pyre. On the right at the bottom of
the street, a doorway with a pointed arch bore a Maltese cross
carved on the keystone, gradually erased by time (the house
known as the Templars’ house).
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THE MINERVOIS VINEYARD
The vineyard extends in successive terraces from the
foothills of the Montagne Noire to the Canal du Midi.
With three terroirs which are differentiated by their soil
and climate characteristics: the Petit Causse, the
Mourels and the Causse, at the origin, among others,
of the “Minervois-La Livinière” cru and the muscats of
Saint-Jean-de- Minervois.

